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Pursuant to Section 271 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996
Docket No. 2001-209-C

Dear Mr. Walsh:

United Telephone Company of the Carolinas and Sprint Communications Company L. P.

(collectively, Sprint) are in receipt of a copy of the Motion to Reconsider Scheduling Decision filed in this

matter on June 7, 2001, by NewSouth Communications and the South Carolina Cable Television

Association (collectively, NewSouth). Sprint agrees with NewSouth that reconsideration of the

scheduling of the hearing in this matter is entirely justified for the reasons set forth in NewSouth's Motion

and advanced in Sprint's Petition for Order Soliciting Comments on Proposed Heating Schedule filed with

the Commission on May 21, 2001.

This proceeding is of great importance to the people of South Carolina and to the companies

involved. The issues are complex, the filings are voluminous, and the Commission will to some extent be

acting in reliance on the results of testing being performed, but not yet completed and reported upon, in

other states. As presently scheduled, there will not be sufficient time for discovery and adequate

presentation of a case of such importance. Merely reviewing the materials filed thus far is virtually

impossible in the time available. Simple due process requires more time and the adoption of a more

considered pace.

Chief among the issues Sprint believes to be of importance in establishing a procedural and

hearing schedule are the critical market entry issues which remain under consideration by the Commission

at this time (unbundled network element pricing, for example), the unresolved status of testing of

BellSouth's Operational Support Systems, and the additional questions set out in Sprint's earlier Petition

for Order Soliciting Comments on Proposed Hearing Schedule. Sprint will not belabor the point by
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restating those issues at length in this 61ing or by expanding upon them as it would have done had the
Commission issued an order soliciting comments as Sprint requested. Sprint does, however, wish to go
on record as supporting NewSouth's Motion.

Should you have any questions or ifI can be ofany assistance whatsoever in this matter, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely Yours,

ELLIOTT 4 ELLIOTT, P.A.

SCOTT ELLIOTT

SE:ab
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cc: Jack H. Derrick, Esquire (via U.S.Mail)
All Parties of Record (via U.S.Mail)
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Docket No. 2001-209-C
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Staff Attorney
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1600 Hampton St.
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

William F. Austin, Esquire
Austin, Lewis &, Rogers
P.O. Box 11716
Columbia, S.C. 29211

Francis P. Mood, Esquire
Haynesworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A.
P.O. Box 11889
Columbia, S.C. 29211

Frank Rogers Ellerbe III, Esquire
Robinson, McFadden & Moore
P.O. Box 944
Columbia, S.C. 29202

Faye A. Flowers, Esquire
Parker Powe Adams & Bernstein, LLP
P.O. Box 1509
Columbia, S.C. 29202-1509

Darra W. Cothran, Esquire
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Woodward, Cothran & Herndon
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Columbia, S.C. 29211

Andrew O. Isar, Esquire
The Association of Communications Enterprises
7901 Skansie Avenue
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Gig Harbor, WA 98335

John F. Beach
Beach Law Firm, P.A.
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PLEADING: LETTER TO THE HONORABLE GARY E. WALSH
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